Pancreatic somatostatinoma: presentation with recurrent episodes of severe hyperglycaemia and ketoacidosis.
A 47-year-old woman was admitted on four occasions over a four-year period with severe hyperglycaemia associated with marked ketoacidosis. She had weight loss with hepatomegaly and ultrasonography indicated a pancreatic tumour which was shown to be a somatostatinoma. Resection resulted in prolonged survival. The biochemical and morphological features of this rare tumour are presented, and an explanation for the unusual presentation of a somatostatinoma with episodes of ketoacidosis is given.